The Story of British Diplomacy
with an administration, formed at a critical time, beset
by increasing difficulties and not likely, as it seemed,
to be favoured by fortune in any department  of its
policy.      During  1810 and   1811   our   army under
Wellesley had dispossessed   Napoleon of   Portugal
On the other hand most of Spain was held by the
French ; the  victory of Wagram, the  revolution   in
Sweden  portended   apparently  the   consolidation  of
Napoleon's power.    The French conqueror's marriage
with the Austrian emperor's daughter, Marie Louise,
in 1810, is now known to have been but the device of
Metternich, who arranged it, for luring the enemy of
Austria to his ruin.   Followed, however, by the birth of
a son, the King of Rome, in  1811, it then seemed
to   insure   the   Napoleonic   dynasty's   perpetuation.
Moreover,   the  Liverpool  government  had  scarcely
established itself when a fresh trouble confronted it in
the outburst of the second American War.    This was
the earliest great event that  engaged  Castlereagh's
diplomacy.    Its circumstances and issues call for a few
words of explanation.
This fresh contest really resulted from the combined influences of the original revolt of our transatlantic colonies and the French Revolution. The Americans never forgot the help rendered them by France in securing them independence. Consequently at the outbreak of hostilities between the French Republic and the European allies, a strong party in the United States cried out for war against Great Britain. George Washington partially restrained the anti-English feeling of his countrymen ; one of his latest acts was, igth November 1794, to carry
out a commercial treaty with Great Britain.     After
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